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Major work planned in
downtown Port Dover
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Downtown Port Dover will have a very different look next
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year at this time.

Thursday, the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food &
Rural Affairs announced a $135,000 grant for
improvements to Port Dover's downtown.
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The money was awarded under OMAFRA's Rural Economic Development program. The Port Dover Board of Trade,
the Port Dover Enhancement Association and Norfolk County will work together to deploy the funds.

The grant is conditional on Norfolk County providing
matching funds, bringing the total value of the
announcement to $270,000.

"The most you can get from a Rural Economic Development grant is $150,000, so $135,000 is pretty good," said
Rodger Pearllie, chair of the Port Dover Enhancement Association's downtown committee. "Getting this was a true
community effort. This is the culmination of people partnering and working hard to come up with a proposal that
pleases the province."

Norfolk council has the final say over the dispersal of funds. However, the plan submitted to the province contains
many improvements similar to the upgrades downtown Simcoe experienced several years ago when Norfolk Street
was rebuilt.

This includes heritage signage and street lighting, public benches and resting areas, and other landscape
improvements. There may also be gateway improvements on the major roads leading into Port Dover.

Funds will also be spent on a "gap analysis" in downtown Port Dover. The study will compile an inventory of existing
businesses and services. Consultants will review the results and make recommendations on the kinds of businesses
and services Port Dover needs to generate maximum consumer and tourist traffic.

"In a growing community, you want to keep your core strong and viable," Paul Morris, president of the Port Dover
Board of Trade, said yesterday. "You do an analysis of what you have and what you're missing so businesses arriving
in town know what is needed."

Funds will also be used to find ways of maximizing Port Dover's potential as a destination for tourists. This means
devising strategies for attracting visitors to town from October through April.

"This is wonderful news," Morris added. "The board of trade recognized the need for this several years ago. This is a
big step forward."

Norfolk staff will draft the reports and proposals that come before council.

"We are excited to partner with the province to help grow and strengthen local businesses in Port Dover," said Chris
Baird, Norfolk's general manager of planning and economic development. "This project will help us increase visitor
traffic to the downtown and surrounding areas, creating a climate conducive to retention and expansion of existing
downtown businesses to serve visitors and residents alike."

In yesterday's news release, Brant MPP Dave Levac, a member of the McGuinty government, said: "Today's
announcement underlines how our government is collaborating with business and local governments to help create
jobs and boost regional economies."

Monte Sonnenberg 519-426-3528 ext. 150

http://www.simcoereformer.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?archive=true&e=2742134
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